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GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

OVERVIEW 
For more than 30 years, Western National Parks Association (WNPA) has recognized excellence in service 
to our national parks. Through our grants, scholarships, and awards programs, we support and honor 
individuals who have made exceptional contributions to education, conservation, research, and diversity 
in the workplace. WNPA seeks to reach underrepresented youth and communities and provide them 
access to the country's national parks through workforce development and personal experience, making 
parks relevant for all.  
 
WNPA invites individuals to apply, and fully supports diversity, equality, and inclusion. WNPA’s selection 
process respects all individuals and gives all applicants equal opportunity. All recipients will be 
recognized at WNPA's annual board meeting and awards ceremony in November. 
 

TIMELINE 
 Submissions open on August 19, 2022. 

 Deadline for submissions is September 19, 2022, end of day. 
 

SELECTION AND NOTIFICATION PROCESS 
 Criteria for this program has been established by Western National Parks Association. 

 Submissions will be reviewed and scored by a committee comprising WNPA board members 
and/or the WNPA executive leadership team. 

 Recipients will be notified the week of October 17, 2022. 
 

SUBMISSION PROCESS 
 All submissions must be completed through the WNPA web portal. 

o WNPA | Nominations & Applications 
o WNPA | Research Grant 

 To properly prepare your submissions, refer to the reference materials noted in the table of 
contents.  

 

WNPA PROGRAM ADMINISTRATOR 
Please address questions regarding this program to Julie Tainter, business resource manager, via email 
at julie.tainter@wnpa.org.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://wnpa.org/nominations-applications/
https://wnpa.org/research-grants/
mailto:julie.tainter@wnpa.org
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ANNUAL OFFERINGS 
WNPA is pleased to support three awards, two grants and two scholarships for this cycle. 
 

AWARDS 
Nominees may be honored with one of three distinguished awards.  

 

EMIL W. HAURY LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD honors individuals who have 

made a significant and lasting contribution to scholarly research in the national parks and 
monuments over the course of a career or lifetime. Haury, a preeminent archaeologist 
and anthropologist, devoted his career to chronicling the prehistory of the Southwest, 
compiling the most complete cultural history of any region in North America. He is most 
famous for his work at Snaketown, a Hohokam site in Arizona. Haury was the first to claim 
that the Hohokam were descendants of the Paleoindian Cochise culture. In 1938, he was 
instrumental in founding the Southwest Monuments Association, renamed Western 
National Parks Association in 2002. A member of the National Academy of Sciences and 

the National Park System Advisory Board, Haury died in Tucson, Arizona, in 1992. 
 

ELIGIBILITY 
Individuals who have demonstrated a continuous commitment and contribution to scholarly research in national 
parks and monuments leading to measurable, long-term, and noteworthy impact with sustained results over a 
career or lifetime are eligible to nominate. 
 
Nominees must have displayed a clear personal commitment to the management, preservation, and 
interpretation of national parks and monuments and to turning research findings into relevant, engaging 
narratives that both inform and engage the public. The nominee’s contribution should be substantial enough to 
have influenced a particular field by sharing new research findings, new interpretations, or new theoretical 
analysis to advance a society’s knowledge or understanding of the subject. 
 
The Emil W. Haury Award is a one-time lifetime achievement award. 
 

REQUIREMENTS 
The nominee’s body of work is 

 Deemed exceptional in scholarly research over the course of a career or lifetime. 

 Significant in its unique or innovative findings, theoretical constructs, inclusive mentorship, educational 
approaches, or practices and/or has made exceptional practical application(s) of others’ research. 

 Represented by a single highly significant book, or a minimum of five publications as primary author in 
refereed academic journals, or a minimum of eight publications as a secondary author in refereed 
academic journals, or significant contributions as a presenter at professional conferences, or any 
combination thereof. 

 

NOMINATION FORM 
To properly prepare your nomination, refer to page 10 to review a copy of the nomination form and optional 
uploads. 

 

EDWARD B. DANSON AWARD celebrates individuals who display exceptional 

support for WNPA and national parks. Danson, a noted archeologist, made Arizona his 
home in 1937 and discovered his passion for anthropology there. As director of the 
Museum of Northern Arizona in Flagstaff, he helped reveal the past and reshape the 
future of the West and preserve the grandeur of the Southwest and the legacy of the first 
peoples of Arizona. He served on the WNPA board of directors and the National Park 
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System Advisory Board and received the Department of Interior Conservation Award in 1986. Danson, who was 
father of actor Ted Danson, died in 2000 in Sedona, Arizona, at the age of 84. 
 

ELIGIBILITY 
Current and former National Park Service staff, educators, researchers, and others who display exceptional 
support for WNPA and national parks are eligible to nominate. 
 

NOMINATION FORM 
To properly prepare your nomination, refer to page 11 to review a copy of the nomination form and optional 
uploads. 

 

STEWART L. UDALL AWARD salutes those who work to boost park interpretation 

programs, carry the park message to popular audiences, or rally broad public support for 
parks. Udall, a pioneer of the modern environmental movement, was a member of the United 
States House of Representatives from Arizona's 2nd district from 1954 to 1961, and secretary 
of the interior from 1961 to 1969 under presidents John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. 
Johnson. Under his leadership, the Interior Department aggressively promoted an expansion 
of federal public lands, adding four national parks, six national monuments, eight national 
seashores and lakeshores, nine national recreation areas, twenty national historic sites, and 

fifty-six national wildlife refuges. A former WNPA board member from 1984 to 1994, Udall died in 2010 in Santa 
Fe, New Mexico. 
 

ELIGIBILITY 
Authors, poets, artists, photographers, writers, publishers, and others who are inspirational conservationists are 
eligible to nominate. 
 

NOMINATION FORM 
To properly prepare your nomination, refer to page 12 to review a copy of the nomination form and optional 
uploads. 
 

GRANTS 
Two grants are available for this cycle: (1) James E. Cook Nature’s Classroom Grant, a new offering for 
K–12 educators to bring the park to the classroom or the classroom to the park; (2) the WNPA Research 
Grant, our longtime research offering. For us, supporting research is more than just an extension of the 
efforts of our National Park Service partners; it is a means for helping to reveal and share the significant 
stories parks hold. 
 

JAMES E. COOK NATURE’S CLASSROOM GRANT named in honor of 

Western National Parks Association’s chief executive officer from 2011 to 2022, was 
established to increase access to national parks for underrepresented K–12 youth. 
It provides funding for educators to bring national parks to the classroom and the 
classroom to national parks. During Jim’s tenure, WNPA incorporated the principles 
of justice, equity, diversity, and inclusion in its mandate, and worked to make our 
partner parks more accessible, more welcoming, and more inclusive of all peoples 

and their stories to represent the full breadth of experiences related to these important lands. Based on the 
premise of inclusivity, WNPA strives to cultivate a passion for parks in youth, as well as a greater appreciation and 
understanding of our natural and cultural heritage, to foster the next generation of park advocates.  
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AWARD 
You may apply for one of the following awards: 

 Up to $750 for a virtual classroom experience that connects the park ranger to the classroom via Zoom 
or another video conferencing tool. 

 Up to $750 for an in-classroom experience that brings the park ranger to the school.  

 Up to $2,000 for an in-park experience that takes the classroom to visit a park. 
 

ELIGIBILITY 
 K–12 public, private, parochial, or home-school educators may apply.  

 More than one application per school can be submitted. Only one application per class will be accepted. 
 

REQUIREMENTS 
 Applicants must 

o Create their experience with a WNPA-affiliated park. A listing of affiliated parks can be found in 
the Learn More about WNPA section, or visit WNPA | Discover Our Parks.  

o Meet the definition of underrepresented youth: groups of individuals that have limited access to 
participation in outdoor recreation opportunities (e.g., hiking, biking, fishing, and skiing) or in-
park interpretive/educational programs and may face barriers to participating in those activities 
(e.g., income, physical access, social economic factors). 

 Experiences must take place between November 19, 2022, and September 29, 2023. Funding expires 
September 30, 2023. 

 Applications must include  
o Park-themed educational component focused on environmental education/science, history, and 

either outdoor recreation or healthy lifestyles that will aid in fostering a new generation of park 
advocates. *Click here for examples* 

o Park-steward element. Park stewards support ways to preserve and improve national parks for 
everyone. This can be an activity or educational lesson done at a park, in the classroom, or 
virtually. *Click here for examples* 

 

QUALIFIED BUDGET EXPENSES 
Funding can be used toward transportation costs, program fees, park entry fees, educational component supplies, 
park-steward component supplies, materials for arts and crafts, scientific equipment for gathering nature-study 
data, and supplies for citizen-science projects; in addition, virtual classroom equipment rental fees and Zoom 
access, provided complimentary by WNPA if needed, supplies for pre-visit and/or post-visit activities, and other 
materials needed for a powerful learning experience will be considered. 
 
Examples: Books, maps, science kits, materials for a letter-writing campaign or posters, bulletin board supplies, 
journals for each student to write about their park experience, fishing gear, camping gear, iPad, LCD 
projector/screen rental, trail camera (with advance permission from the park), microphones, and tripods. 
 

RECIPIENT REQUIREMENTS 
Grant awardees 

 Are required to submit a final report to WNPA within 45 days of the experience date noted in the 
application. Refer to page 15 to review a copy of the report form and required elements. 

 Will receive 95 percent of the grant award in advance, with the remaining 5 percent paid upon fulfillment 
of the final report requirement. Failure to meet the final report requirement within the allocated time 
frame will result in a forfeiture of all unpaid funds. 

 Are responsible for meeting all school and park safety and health, including but not limited to COVID-19, 
guidelines, and regulations. 

 

APPLICATION FORM 
To properly prepare your grant application, refer to page 13 to review a copy of the nomination form and uploads. 

https://wnpa.org/discover-our-parks/
https://www.nps.gov/teachers/teacher-resources.htm
https://www.noaa.gov/office-education/noaa-education-council/monitoring-resources/common-measure-definitions/stewardship-definitions
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WNPA RESEARCH GRANT—WNPA supports the acquisition of 

knowledge by providing grants in support of research that benefits the 
management, preservation, and interpretation of National Park Service 
resources served by WNPA. The research grant program supplements 
research programs of the National Park Service.  
 

Grant projects must originate in a WNPA-affiliated park. A listing of 
affiliated parks can be found in the Learn More about WNPA section, or 

visit WNPA | Discover Our Parks. All fields of scholarly research are supported, including anthropology, 
archaeology, botany, citizen science, ecology, geology, history, natural story, social science, and zoology. For this 
cycle, multiple awards in varied amounts are available. The funding limit is $10,000 per project per year. 
 
To learn more about the research grant, download the 2023 RFP, or submit your project proposal, visit WNPA | 
Research Grant.  
 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
Two scholarships are available, one of which is available only for current WNPA team members. 
 

ERNEST QUINTANA AND MARTY STERKEL EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP 
supports young adults pursuing careers that increase diversity in the workforce. 
Scholarships are awarded to those working with the National Park Service (NPS), 
similar government agencies, and nonprofit heritage conservation organizations. 
Ernest “Ernie” Quintana held an illustrious 41-year career with the NPS, including 
a wide array of positions from ranger to associate regional director of partnerships. 
Quintana created the scholarship with the late Marty Sterkel, whose equally 
distinguished 33-year career included his role as associate director of national 

resources, science, and partnerships in the NPS’ Midwest region. This scholarship continues Quintana and Sterkel’s 
dedicated work bringing diverse communities to the national parks across the country. 
 

AWARD 
Two (2) scholarships, in the amount of $2,500 each, will be awarded. 
 

ELIGIBILITY 
The award is open to applicants whose intended use of the scholarship and their own career goals will increase 
diversity in the workforce of the National Park Service, similar government agencies, or nonprofit heritage (cultural 
or natural) conservation organizations.  
 

QUALIFIED USE OF SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS 
This scholarship assists with college tuition, internships, or other special study opportunities relevant to park 
management or conservation. 
 

RECIPIENT REQUIREMENTS 
 Scholarship recipients are required to submit a final report to WNPA within 45 days of the completion 

date stated in the application. Review the recipient final report sample on page 19. 

 Recipients will receive 95 percent of the scholarship award in advance, with the remaining 5 percent paid 
upon fulfillment of the final report requirement. Failure to meet the final report requirement within the 
allocated time frame will result in a forfeiture of all unpaid funds. 

 

APPLICATION FORM 
To properly prepare your scholarship application, refer to page 17 to review a copy of the form and required 
upload. 
 

https://wnpa.org/discover-our-parks/
https://wnpa.org/research-grants/
https://wnpa.org/research-grants/
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PEPE MARCOS-IGA LEADERSHIP SCHOLARSHIP assists WNPA staff who 

demonstrate outstanding leadership and a commitment to lifelong learning. A force in 
environmental education and conservation for more than two decades, Pepe was devoted 
to capacity-building, cultural competency development, and online training and networking. 
He was international programs director for Environmental Education Exchange and was a 
member of the leadership team of the EECapacity project, EPA’s National Environmental 
Education Program, in partnership with Cornell University and the North American 
Association for Environmental Education, where he served as board chair. From 2016 to 
2018, Pepe was WNPA’s chief operating officer, having previously served on the WNPA 

board of directors. He lost his battle with cancer in 2018.  
 

AWARD 
One scholarship will be awarded. The funding amount will vary depending on the program or certification being 
pursued. 
 

ELIGIBILITY 
Applicants must be employed by Western National Parks Association as a full or part-time team member at the 
time of application. 
 

QUALIFIED USE OF SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS 
The scholarship can be used for leadership or professional development training or to support an experience, such 
as a job, trade, or other endeavors of inquiry, study, or another form of engagement that develops skills, 
knowledge, or experience relevant to the missions of WNPA and the National Park Service. 
 

RECIPIENT REQUIREMENTS 
 Scholarship recipients are required to submit a final report to WNPA within 45 days of the completion 

date stated in the application. Review the recipient final report sample on page 22. 

 Recipients will receive 95 percent of the scholarship award in advance, with the remaining 5 percent paid 
upon fulfillment of the final report requirement. Failure to meet the final report requirement within the 
allocated time frame will result in a forfeiture of all unpaid funds. 

 

APPLICATION FORM 
To properly prepare your scholarship application, refer to page 20 to review a copy of the form and required 
upload. 
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This nomination form is a guideline. All nominations must be submitted electronically—WNPA | Nominations & Applications. If you do 
not have access to a computer and would like to submit a nomination, contact julie.tainter@wnpa.org. 

 

EMIL W. HAURY LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
NOMINATION 
The information supplied is limited to the space provided and submitted on this form. Nominations received in any other 
format will not be accepted. 

 
When submitting your nomination, keep in mind this lifetime achievement award recognizes contributions over 
the whole of a career or lifetime, rather than or in addition to single contributions. 
 

TELL US ABOUT YOUR NOMINEE 
Nominee Name and Contact Information 

1. Name 
2. Title 
3. Group/company/organization name 
4. Address, city, state, zip 
5. Phone, email, website 

 

PRESENT YOUR NOMINEE 
1. Identify whether the nominee is currently engaged in scholarly research or retired. RESPONSE UP TO 100 

WORDS. 

2. Describe the nominee’s body of work over their entire career or lifetime. RESPONSE UP TO 500 WORDS. 

3. Outline the long-term impact of the nominee’s body of work, which has measurable, sustainable, and 
lasting results. RESPONSE UP TO 500 WORDS. 

4. Uploads are optional. 
a. Nominee’s curriculum vitae (CV, course of life) or resume summarizing the nominee’s body of 

work. Although this is optional, it is highly recommended. 
i. File must be a PDF. 

ii. Before uploading, name the file as follows relative to the uploaded document: 
nominee’s firstname.lastname.cv or nominee’s firstname.lastname.resume 
Example: john.smith.cv or john.smith.resume 

b. One PDF file with all documents that support your nomination, not to exceed five pages. 
i. File must be a PDF. 

ii. Before uploading, name the file as follows: nominee’s firstname.lastname.haury 
                                            Example: john.smith.haury 
 

SUBMITTER 
Nominator Name and Contact Information 

1. Name  
2. Title 
3. Group/company/organization name 
4. Phone, email  

 
How did you hear about this award? Select all that apply: WNPA website, National Park Service, WNPA staff, 
Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter, WNPA email, Repeat nominator, State/National print or digital article, Other. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://wnpa.org/nominations-applications/
mailto:julie.tainter@wnpa.org
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This nomination form is a guideline. All nominations must be submitted electronically—WNPA | Nominations & Applications. If you do 
not have access to a computer and would like to submit a nomination, contact julie.tainter@wnpa.org. 

 

EDWARD B. DANSON AWARD 
NOMINATION 
The information supplied is limited to the space provided and submitted on this form. Nominations received in any other 
format will not be accepted. 

 

TELL US ABOUT YOUR NOMINEE 
Nominee Name and Contact Information 

1. Name 
2. Title  
3. Group/company/organization name 
4. Address 
5. City, state, zip 
6. Phone, email, website 

 

PRESENT YOUR NOMINEE 
1. Provide specific details that best illustrate the achievements of your nominee.                                    

RESPONSE UP TO 750 WORDS.                                       
2. Uploads are optional. 

a. Nominee’s curriculum vitae (CV, course of life) or resume summarizing the nominee’s body of 
work. Although this is optional, it is highly recommended. 

i. File must be a PDF. 
ii. Before uploading, name the file as follows relative to the uploaded document: 

nominee’s firstname.lastname.cv or nominee’s firstname.lastname.resume 
Example: john.smith.cv or john.smith.resume 

b. One PDF file with all documents that support your nomination, not to exceed three pages. 
i. File must be a PDF. 

ii. Before uploading, name the file as follows: nominee’s firstname.lastname.danson 
                                            Example: john.smith.danson 
 

SUBMITTER 
Nominator Name and Contact Information 

1. Name 
2. Title  
3. Group/company/organization name 
4. Phone, email  

 
How did you hear about this award? Select all that apply: WNPA website, National Park Service, WNPA staff, 
Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter, WNPA email, Repeat nominator, State/National print or digital article, Other. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://wnpa.org/nominations-applications/
mailto:julie.tainter@wnpa.org
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This nomination form is a guideline. All nominations must be submitted electronically—WNPA | Nominations & Applications. If you do 
not have access to a computer and would like to submit a nomination, contact julie.tainter@wnpa.org. 

 

STEWART L. UDALL AWARD 
NOMINATION 
The information supplied is limited to the space provided and submitted on this form. Nominations received in any other 
format will not be accepted. 

 

TELL US ABOUT YOUR NOMINEE 
Nominee Name and Contact Information 

1. Name  
2. Title 
3. Group/company/organization name 
4. Address 
5. City, state, zip 
6. Phone, email, website 

 

PRESENT YOUR NOMINEE 
1.    Provide specific details that best illustrate the achievements of your nominee.  
       RESPONSE UP TO 750 WORDS.  
2.     Uploads are optional.  

a. Nominee’s curriculum vitae (CV, course of life) or resume summarizing the nominee’s body of 
work. Although this is optional, it is highly recommended. 

i. File must be a PDF. 
ii. Before uploading, name the file as follows relative to the uploaded document: 

nominee’s firstname.lastname.cv or nominee’s firstname.lastname.resume 
Example: john.smith.cv or john.smith.resume 

b. One PDF file with all documents that support your nomination, not to exceed three pages. 
i. File must be a PDF. 

ii. Before uploading, name the file as follows: nominee’s firstname.lastname.udall 
                                                          Example: john.smith.udall 
 

SUBMITTER 
Nominator Name and Contact Information 

1. Name  
2. Title 
3. Group/company/organization name 
4. Phone, email  

 
How did you hear about this award? Select all that apply: WNPA website, National Park Service, WNPA staff, 
Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter, WNPA email, Repeat nominator, State/National print or digital article, Other. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://wnpa.org/nominations-applications/
mailto:julie.tainter@wnpa.org
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This nomination form is a guideline. All applications must be submitted electronically—WNPA | Nominations & Applications. If you do 
not have access to a computer and would like to apply, contact julie.tainter@wnpa.org. 

 

JAMES E. COOK NATURE’S CLASSROOM GRANT 
APPLICATION  
The information supplied is limited to the space provided and submitted on this form. Applications received in any other 
format will not be accepted. 

 

PART ONE 
School Information 

1. Name of school 
2. Mailing address, city, state, zip, main phone  
3. Principal name, phone, email 
4. For the entire school, what is the percentage of students that qualify for free or reduced lunch?  
5. Is your school a Title I school? 

 

PART TWO 
Teacher Creating and Executing the Experience 

1. Teacher first name, last name 
2. Direct phone, email 

 

PART THREE 
General Information about Your Experience 

1. Name of the WNPA-affiliated park you are partnering with to create your experience. 
2. Contact information for the person you are working with at the park to create your experience.  
3. Date of your experience. 
4. Number of students participating. 
5. Grade level of participating students. 
6. Total amount of funding requested. This amount must match the budget total stated in Part Five. 
7. Select the type of experience you are planning: Virtual Classroom, In-Classroom, or In-Park. 

 

PART FOUR 
Tell Us about Your Experience 

1. Provide an overview of your planned experience—be sure to include your objectives and goals.  
RESPONSE UP TO 250 WORDS. 

2. Expand on the park-themed or in-park educational component of your experience that will aid in fostering 
a new generation of park advocates. If a National Park Service program, include the program name and 
what state requirement(s) it meets. RESPONSE UP TO 300 WORDS. *Click here for examples* 

3. Outline the park-steward component of your experience. RESPONSE UP TO 250 WORDS.  
 *Click here for examples*  

4. Share any pre- and/or post-experience activities/learnings you are planning for the students. If not 
applicable, insert N/A. RESPONSE UP TO 250 WORDS. 

5. Explain how your class and school would benefit from this grant. RESPONSE UP TO 250 WORDS. 
6. Describe how your students meet the WNPA definition of underrepresented youth: a group of individuals 

that have limited access to participation in outdoor recreation opportunities (e.g., hiking, biking, fishing, 
and skiing) or in-park interpretive/educational programs and may face barriers to participating in those 
activities (e.g., income, physical access, social economic factors). RESPONSE UP TO 250 WORDS. 

 
 
 
 

https://wnpa.org/nominations-applications/
mailto:julie.tainter@wnpa.org
https://www.nps.gov/teachers/teacher-resources.htm
https://www.noaa.gov/office-education/noaa-education-council/monitoring-resources/common-measure-definitions/stewardship-definitions
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PART FIVE 
Your Experience Costs 
Outline the budget for your experience. 
 

 
Category 

Funds Requested 
from WNPA 

Brief Explanation  
of Each Expense 

Transportation $  

Program fees $  

Park entry fees $  

Educational component supplies $  

Park-steward component supplies $  

Arts and crafts supplies $  

Materials to support pre-visit activities/learnings $  

Materials to support post-visit activities/learnings $  

THE ONLINE FORM HAS SIX BLANK LINES FOR ADDITIONAL 
EXPENSES. 

$  

 

 BUDGET TOTALS 
 

PART SIX 
Submit Your Application 
Terms and Conditions 

1. Western National Parks Association (WNPA) is the grantor, and the school is the grantee. 
2. By submitting your application, you give WNPA consent to use the name and information you provided 

for public relations and fundraising in any media now or hereafter known, including, but not limited to, 
digital and print. If you provide photos and/or videos, all applicants grant an irrevocable perpetual, 
worldwide, nonexclusive license to WNPA, to reproduce, distribute, display, and create derivative works 
of the image in connection with WNPA, in any media now or hereafter known, including, but not limited 
to, digital and print.  

3. If this application is approved for funding 
a. WNPA will issue the 2022 Nature’s Classroom Grant agreement outlining all funding terms and 

conditions. For WNPA to proceed with funding, the agreement will require the signatures of the 
school principal and teacher responsible for creating and executing the experience stated in Part 
Two of this application. 

b. Grantees are required to submit a final report to WNPA within 45 days of the experience date 
stated in the grant agreement. 

c. WNPA will release 95 percent of the grant award to the grantee upon receipt of the fully executed 
WNPA grant agreement. The remaining 5 percent will be paid upon fulfillment of the final report 
requirement. Failure to meet the final report requirement within the allocated time frame will 
result in a forfeiture of all unpaid funds. 

d. Grantee is responsible for meeting all school and park COVID-19 guidelines and regulations. 
 
Check to accept and confirm: _____ I have read and understand the stated terms and conditions. On behalf of the 
school, I attest that I am authorized to submit this application to Western National Parks Association for 
consideration.  
 
How did you hear about this scholarship? Select all that apply: WNPA website, National Park Service, WNPA staff, 
Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter, WNPA email, State/National print or digital article, Other. 
 

SUBMITTER 
Nominator Name and Contact Information 
If the submitter is not the teacher listed in Part Two of this application, please check the box to insert your contact 
information—name, title, phone, email. 
 

 
 

$ This amount MUST match the amount of the funding 
request stated in Part Three. 

WNPA will not fund any type of salaries, tips, 
food/beverage, or park memorabilia. 

 



 

   Western National Parks Association | wnpa.org                                                                                                 Page | 15  

This final report form is a guideline. All final reports must be submitted through the WNPA web portal—recipients will be 
given directions to access the online form. If you do not have access to a computer, contact julie.tainter@wnpa.org. 
 

JAMES E. COOK NATURE’S CLASSROOM GRANT  
RECIPIENT FINAL REPORT (SAMPLE)  
The information supplied is limited to the space provided and submitted on this form. Reports received in any other format 
will not be accepted. 
 

PART ONE 
Awardee  

1. Name of school, address 
2. Principal name, direct phone, and email 
3. Teacher who created and executed the experience: first name, last name, direct phone, email 
4. WNPA grant number (refer to your grant agreement) 

 

PART TWO 
Share Your Experience 

1. Date your experience took place. 
2. Number of participating students. 
3. Specify the type of your experience: (1) in-classroom, (2) virtual, or (3) in-park. 
4. Amount of your award. 
5. Name of the WNPA-affiliated park you partnered with to create your experience. 
6. Expound on your experience working with your NPS partner at the park to create your experience. 

RESPONSE UP TO 250 WORDS.  
7. Teacher:  

a. Briefly restate the plan outlined in the original application. Were any modifications to the plan 
necessary? Did you achieve your goals and objectives? RESPONSE UP TO 350 WORDS. 

b. Share a story that was a highlight of the experience. RESPONSE UP TO 250 WORDS.  

c. Describe the outcomes, benefits, or results participating students gained from their involvement 
in the experience. RESPONSE UP TO 200 WORDS. 

d. Sometimes things do not always work out exactly as planned; outline any lessons learned. 
RESPONSE UP TO 150 WORDS. 

e. Explain any plans for post-experience activities and/or learnings. RESPONSE UP TO 150 WORDS. 
8. Students:  

a. What did you learn during the experience? RESPONSE UP TO 300 WORDS. 

b. What was your favorite part of the experience and why? RESPONSE UP TO 300 WORDS.  

c. Based on what you learned during your experience, how will you be a park steward and help care 
for and protect our parks in the future. RESPONSE UP TO 300 WORDS.  

For each response, provide direct quotes (with student name) and a listing of students’ responses. 
 

PART THREE 
Your Experience Costs 

1. Reconcile your submitted experience budget with the actual costs. 
 

 
Category 

Approved Funds from 
WNPA 

 
Actual Costs 

Transportation $  

Program fees $  

Park entry fees $  

Educational component supplies $  

Park-steward component supplies $  

Arts and crafts supplies $  

Materials to support pre-visit activities/learnings $  

Materials to support post-visit activities/learnings $  

THE ONLINE FORM HAS SIX BLANK LINES FOR ADDITIONAL EXPENSES. $  
 

 TOTALS $ $ 

mailto:julie.tainter@wnpa.org
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2. Explain any discrepancies between actual expenditures and the approved budget: (1) greater than 5 
percent between budget and actual; (2) any items not originally budgeted or eliminated from the original 
budget. If not applicable, respond N/A. RESPONSE UP TO 250 WORDS. 
 

PART FOUR 
Required Upload 

 Six pictures that capture the experience events. Maximum 20 MB. 
o Photo captions not to exceed 25 words. 
o Photo credit not to exceed 25 words. 
o Before uploading, name photos in the following sequential format: 

 WNPAGrantNumber.photonumber | Example: JEC22-01.1 
 

PART FIVE 
Optional Upload 

 Three-to-five-minute video that tells the story of your experience 
o Be creative. A professional video is not necessary—a cell phone video will suffice if the picture 

and audio are clear. 
o Who participated in creating your video, and what roles did they play? 

 Name of narrator 
 Name of videographer 
 Others and their role(s) 

o Before uploading, name the video in the following format: 
 WNPAGrantNumber.video | Example: JEC22-06.video 

 

PART SIX 
Confirm and Approve 
 

On behalf of the school, I declare the 
(1) Information provided herein is accurate.  
(2) Nature’s Classroom Grant experience has been completed to the satisfaction of the school.  
(3) Submitter of this final report is either the teacher noted in Part One, who created and conducted the 
experience, or the school principal. 

 

I approve this final report for submission to Western National Parks Association. 
Name, Title, Date 
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This nomination form is a guideline. All applications must be submitted electronically—WNPA | Nominations & Applications. If you do 
not have access to a computer and would like to apply, contact julie.tainter@wnpa.org. 

 
ERNEST QUINTANA AND MARTY STERKEL EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATION 
The information supplied is limited to the space provided and submitted on this form. Applications received in any other 
format will not be accepted. 

 

PART ONE 
Tell Us about Yourself, Applicant Information 

1. Name, address, city, state, zip, phone, email  
2. University or college name, major or area of study 
3. Park affiliation, job title, or role (e.g., intern, seasonal employee, etc.) 
4. Internship or program name, start date, completion date 
5. Supervisor name, phone, email  

 

PART TWO 
Complete the Application   

1. If selected for this scholarship, specify how you would use the funds. RESPONSE UP TO 150 WORDS. 

2. Describe your prior experience as a volunteer, intern, or seasonal employee for the National Park 
Service. RESPONSE UP TO 150 WORDS. 

3. Explain how this scholarship would help you create positive experiences for diverse audiences to 
appreciate and support natural and cultural resources in the park, your local neighborhood, and beyond. 
RESPONSE UP TO 250 WORDS. 

4. Outline how natural and cultural heritage relates to you personally. RESPONSE UP TO 200 WORDS.  
5. Summarize how the work to be accomplished with this scholarship is relevant to your future goals. 

RESPONSE UP TO 200 WORDS. 
6. If you are a member of an underrepresented group, explain how your work might impact your home 

community. For example, Black, African American, Asian American, Mexican American, Chicanx, Latinx, 
Hispanic, American Indian, Puerto Rican, or other. RESPONSE UP TO 250 WORDS. 

7. If selected for this scholarship, share what that would mean to you. RESPONSE UP TO 150 WORDS. 

 

PART THREE 
Required Upload 

1. Letter of recommendation 
a. One-page letter of recommendation from a professional reference 

i. File must be a PDF 
ii. Before uploading, name the file as follows: your firstname.lastname.qs 

                                           Example: john.smith.qs 
 

PART FOUR 
Terms and Conditions—Submit Your Application 

1. By submitting your application, you give Western National Parks Association (WNPA) consent to use the 
name and information you provided for public relations and fundraising in any media now or hereafter 
known, including, but not limited to, digital and print. If you provide photos and/or videos, all applicants 
grant an irrevocable perpetual, worldwide, nonexclusive license to WNPA, to reproduce, distribute, 
display, and create derivative works of the image in connection with WNPA, in any media now or hereafter 
known, including, but not limited to, digital and print.  

2. If selected to receive this scholarship  
a. Recipients are required to submit a final report to WNPA within 45 days of the completion date 

stated in this application. 

https://wnpa.org/nominations-applications/
mailto:julie.tainter@wnpa.org
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b. WNPA will release 95 percent of the scholarship award to the recipient in advance, with the 
remaining 5 percent paid upon fulfillment of the final report requirement. Failure to meet the 
final report requirement within the allocated time frame will result in a forfeiture of all unpaid 
funds. 

 
Check to confirm the statement: ___ I, the applicant, have read and accept the stated terms and conditions. 
 
How did you hear about this scholarship? Select all that apply: WNPA website, National Park Service, WNPA staff, 
Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter, WNPA email, State/National print or digital article, Other. 
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This final report form is a guideline. All final reports must be submitted through the WNPA web portal—recipients will be 
given directions to access the online form. If you do not have access to a computer, contact julie.tainter@wnpa.org. 

 
ERNEST QUINTANA AND MARTY STERKEL EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP   
RECIPIENT FINAL REPORT (SAMPLE) 
 

PART ONE 
Reporting Scholarship Recipient 

1. Name, address, city, state, zip, phone, email  
2. Internship or program name 
3. Internship or program completion date 
4. Amount of scholarship award 

 

PART TWO 
Tell Us about Your Internship or Program Experience 

1. Provide a summary of your experience. RESPONSE UP TO 250 WORDS. 
2. Share a story that was a highlight of experience participation. RESPONSE UP TO 300 WORDS. 
3. Describe the outcomes, benefits, or results you gained from your involvement in the experience. 

RESPONSE UP TO 300 WORDS. 
4. Report anything else you feel is significant and important for us to know. RESPONSE UP TO 250 WORDS. 

 

PART THREE 
Required Upload 

 Three-to-five-minute video describing your experience, career goals, use of scholarship funds, and what 
it meant to you to have received the Ernest Quintana and Marty Sterkel Education Scholarship. 

o Be creative. A professional video is not necessary—a cell phone video will suffice if the picture 
and audio are clear. 

o Who participated in creating your video, and what roles did they play? 
 Name of narrator 
 Name of videographer 
 Others and their role(s) 

o Before uploading, name the video in the following format: 
 Recipient FirstName.LastName.finalvideo | Example: john.smith.finalvideo 

 

PART FOUR 
Confirm and Approve 
 

I declare the 
(1) Information provided herein is accurate.  
(2) Submitter of this final report is the scholarship recipient named in Part One. 
(3) Terms and conditions of the scholarship have been met. 
(4) Final payment from WNPA is requested. 

 

I approve this final report for submission to Western National Parks Association. 
Name and date 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:julie.tainter@wnpa.org
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This nomination form is a guideline. All applications must be submitted electronically—WNPA | Nominations & Applications. If you do 
not have access to a computer and would like to apply, contact julie.tainter@wnpa.org. 

 
PEPE MARCOS-IGA LEADERSHIP SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATION 
The information supplied is limited to the space provided and submitted on this form. Applications received in any other 
format will not be accepted. 

 

PART ONE 
Tell Us about Yourself, Applicant Information 

1. Name 
2. Address, city, state, zip  
3. Phone, email  

 

Current Position at WNPA 
1. Job title 
2. Work location 
3. Supervisor name, phone, email 

 

PART TWO 
Funding Request 

1. Name of the leadership, professional, or certification program being pursued. 
2. Location of the program. 
3. Program start date / Program completion date. 
4. Total funding amount you are requesting from WNPA. 
5. Is the funding amount requested from WNPA the full cost of the program or certification being pursued? 
6. If not, state the full cost and your plans for securing the additional funds. RESPONSE UP TO 75 WORDS. 
 

PART THREE 
Complete Your Application  

1. If selected for this scholarship, specify how you plan to use the funds. RESPONSE UP TO 150 WORDS. 
2. Describe how you have demonstrated leadership during your time at WNPA. RESPONSE UP TO 250 WORDS. 
3. Outline your short-term career goals, 3 to 5 years. RESPONSE UP TO 125 WORDS. 
4. Outline your long-term career goals, 6 to 10 years. RESPONSE UP TO 125 WORDS. 
5. Share your most meaningful professional achievement(s). RESPONSE UP TO 200 WORDS. 
6. Explain how these achievements relate to (1) your field of study or future goals and (2) the missions of 

WNPA and National Park Service. RESPONSE UP TO 250 WORDS.  
7. Summarize the details about the program or certification you would like to pursue and how it will aide in                
       achieving your career goals. RESPONSE UP TO 200 WORDS. 

 

PART FOUR 
Required Upload 

1. Letter of recommendation 
a. One-page letter of recommendation from a WNPA manager or executive leader 

i. File must be a PDF 
ii. Before uploading, name the file as follows: your firstname.lastname.p 

                                           Example: john.smith.p 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

https://wnpa.org/nominations-applications/
mailto:julie.tainter@wnpa.org
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PART FIVE 
Terms and Conditions—Submit Your Application 

1. By submitting your application, you give Western National Parks Association (WNPA) consent to use the 
name and information you provided for public relations and fundraising in any media now or hereafter 
known, including, but not limited to, digital and print. If you provide photos and/or videos, all applicants 
grant an irrevocable perpetual, worldwide, nonexclusive license to WNPA, to reproduce, distribute, 
display, and create derivative works of the image in connection with WNPA, in any media now or hereafter 
known, including, but not limited to, digital and print.  

2. If selected to receive this scholarship  
a. Recipients are required to submit a final report to WNPA within 45 days of the completion date 

stated in this application. 
b. WNPA will release 95 percent of the scholarship award to the recipient in advance, with the 

remaining 5 percent paid upon fulfillment of the final report requirement. Failure to meet the 
final report requirement within the allocated time frame will result in a forfeiture of all unpaid 
funds. 

 
Check to confirm the statement: ___ I, the applicant, have read and accept the stated terms and conditions. 
 
How did you hear about this scholarship? Select all that apply: WNPA website, National Park Service, WNPA staff, 
Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter, WNPA email, State/National print or digital article, Other. 
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This final report form is a guideline. All final reports must be submitted through the WNPA web portal—recipients will be 
given directions to access the online form. If you do not have access to a computer, contact julie.tainter@wnpa.org. 

 
PEPE MARCOS-IGA LEADERSHIP SCHOLARSHIP 
RECIPIENT FINAL REPORT (SAMPLE) 
 

PART ONE 
Reporting Scholarship Recipient 

1. Name, address, city, state, zip, phone, and email  
2. Name of the leadership, professional, or certification program  
3. Location of the program 
4. Program start date / Program completion date 
5. Amount of scholarship award 

 

PART TWO 
Tell Us about Your Pursued Experience 

1. Provide a summary of your experience. RESPONSE UP TO 250 WORDS. 
2. Share a story that was a highlight of your program participation. RESPONSE UP TO 300 WORDS. 
3. Describe the outcomes, benefits, or results you gained from your involvement in the program. 

RESPONSE UP TO 300 WORDS. 
5. Report anything else you feel is significant and important for us to know. RESPONSE UP TO 250 WORDS. 

 

PART THREE 
Required Upload 

 Three-to-five-minute video describing your experience, career goals, use of scholarship funds, and what 
it meant to you to have received the Pepe Marcos-Iga Leadership Scholarship. 

o Be creative. A professional video is not necessary—a cell phone video will suffice if the picture 
and audio are clear. 

o Who participated in creating your video, and what roles did they play? 
 Name of narrator 
 Name of videographer 
 Others and their role(s) 

o Before uploading, name the video in the following format: 
 Recipient FirstName.LastName.finalvideo | Example: john.smith.finalvideo 

 

PART FOUR 
Confirm and Approve 
 

I declare the 
(1) Information provided herein is accurate.  
(2) Submitter of this final report is the scholarship recipient named in Part One. 
(3) Terms and conditions of the scholarship have been met. 
(4) Final payment from WNPA is requested. 

 

I approve this final report for submission to Western National Parks Association. 
Name and date 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:julie.tainter@wnpa.org
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WNPA Research Grant 
To learn more,  

download the 2023 Request for Proposal, or 
submit your project proposal, visit  

 WNPA | Research Grant   
  

https://wnpa.org/research-grants/
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Learn More about 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OUR MISSION 
In partnership with the NPS since 1938, WNPA advances 
education, interpretation, research, and community 
engagement to ensure national parks are increasingly 
valued by all.

OUR COMMITMENT 
National parks tell the story of America, embodying its 
beauty, culture, and heritage. WNPA helps discover, 
preserve, and share that story through a continued 
commitment to discovery—new knowledge, new 
understanding, and new ways to engage with mankind. 

OUR ROLE 
As a nonprofit education partner of the NPS, WNPA 
supports more than 70 parks across the West, developing 
products, services, and programs that enrich the visitor 
experience, understanding, and appreciation of national 
parks. 

The most visible expression of our mission is the 
operation of park stores in national park visitor centers, 
with many of the offerings developed and published by 
WNPA. Each store is unique, presenting products that give 
guests a tangible and enduring connection to the park’s 
individual theme—its majestic scenery, biodiversity, 
fascinating natural and/or cultural history. Visitors find a 
variety of educational materials, from trail and field 
guides to in-depth academic studies, along with authentic 
arts and crafts, collectible park logo items, and even food 
products. Young guests can discover children’s books, 
educational toys, and popular Junior Ranger merchandise. 
Our award-winning books and products extend visitors’ 
experiences far beyond their time in the park.  

Edison Eskeets, former Navajo trader at Hubbell Trading Post, 
presents a rug talk at The National Parks Store in Tucson, AZ.

At The National Parks Store in Tucson, Arizona, a variety 
of educational programs are offered. Past topics include 
American Indian basketry, flute making, pottery 
techniques, and Navajo rug weaving, with  attendance 
exceeding five thousand people annually. The premiere 
community event of the year is the sponsorship of The 
National Park Experience Pavilion at the Tucson Festival of 
Books. The pavilion provides the opportunity for 20 
national parks from the western United States to connect 
with more than 140,000 festival attendees, bringing our 
national parks to the people. 

The National Park Experience Pavilion at the Tucson Festival of 
Books, Tucson, AZ. 

Along with educational programming, WNPA provides 
direct financial aid to the national parks, supporting  
cultural, historical, and educational activities developed 
by park rangers. These activities enhance visitor 
experiences, create opportunities to connect with youth, 
and engage the local community. Thousands of events 
have been funded, including an international youth 
indigenous cultural exchange, living history 
demonstrations and encampments, several cultural 
festivals, Junior Ranger camps, art exhibitions, and 
archaeological and geographical surveys.  

Historically WNPA has funded a broad range of research 
projects, all of which help advance the management, 
preservation, and interpretation of our national parks. For 
us, supporting research is more than just a way to amplify 
the efforts of our National Park Service partners; it is a 
means to help reveal and share the important stories 
parks hold.  

To learn more about Western National Parks Association, 
visit www.wnpa.org. 
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WNPA Partner Parks
Arizona
Canyon de Chelly National Monument
Casa Grande Ruins National Monument
Chiricahua National Monument
Coronado National Memorial
Fort Bowie National Historic Site
Hubbell Trading Post National Historic Site
Montezuma Castle National Monument
Navajo National Monument
Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument
Saguaro National Park
Sunset Crater Volcano National Monument
The National Parks Store
Tonto National Monument
Tumacácori National Historical Park
Tuzigoot National Monument
Walnut Canyon National Monument
Wupatki National Monument

California
Channel Islands National Park
Eugene O’Neill National Historic Site
John Muir National Historic Site
Mojave National Preserve
Pinnacles National Park
Port Chicago Naval Magazine National 
Memorial
San Francisco Maritime National  
Historical Park
Santa Monica Mountains National  
Recreation Area
Whiskeytown National Recreation Area

Colorado
Bent’s Old Fort National Historic Site
Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park
Curecanti National Recreation Area
Great Sand Dunes National Park & Preserve
Sand Creek Massacre National Historic Site

Kansas
Brown v. Board of Education National 
Historical Park
Fort Larned National Historic Site
Fort Scott National Historic Site
Nicodemus National Historic Site

Montana & Wyoming
Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area
Little Bighorn Battlefield National Monument

Nevada
Great Basin National Park
Lake Mead National Recreation Area

New Mexico
Aztec Ruins National Monument
Bandelier National Monument
Capulin Volcano National Monument
Carlsbad Caverns National Park
Chaco Culture National Historical Park
El Malpais National Monument
El Morro National Monument
Fort Union National Monument
Gila Cliff Dwellings National Monument
Pecos National Historical Park
Petroglyph National Monument
Salinas Pueblo Missions  
National Monument
White Sands National Park

Oklahoma
Chickasaw National Recreation Area
Washita Battlefield National Historic Site

Texas
Alibates Flint Quarries National Monument
Big Thicket National Preserve
Chamizal National Memorial
Fort Davis National Historic Site
Guadalupe Mountains National Park

Lake Meredith  
National Recreation Area
Lyndon B Johnson National Historical Park
Padre Island National Seashore
Palo Alto Battlefield National  
Historical Park
San Antonio Missions National  
Historical Park

Utah
Golden Spike National Historical Park
Timpanogos Cave National Monument

Trails
Juan Bautista de Anza National Historic Trail
Lewis & Clark National Historic Trail
Santa Fe National Historic Trail
Trail of Tears National Historic Trail

wnpa.org/discover-our-parks
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